Amendments to the Claims : 

1-118. (previously canceled) 

^ 44A (currently amended) An isolated polypeptide having at least 80% amino acid 
sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide ofSEOIDNO: 270 s hown in Figur e 
m (SEQ ID NO: 270) ; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 270 shown in Figur e 
4-88 (SEQ ID NO: 270) , lacking its associated signal peptide; or 

(c) th e amino acid s e qu e nc e of th e extracellular domain of th e polypeptid e shown in 
Figure 188 (SEQ ID NO: 270); 

(d) th e amino acid s e qu e nc e of th e e xtrac e llular domain of th e polypeptide shown in 
Figure 18 8 (SEQ ID NO: 270), lacking its as s ociat e d signal p e ptid e ; or 

(e) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 209962 A 

wherein, said polypeptide induces chondrocyte ^differentiation . ^ 

4^ 

2 4-20r (currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim-Shaving at least 85% 
amino acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide ofSEOIDNO: 270 shown in Figure 
18 8 (SEQ ID NO: 270) ; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEP ID NO: 270 shown in Figure 
4*8 (SEQ ID NO: 270) , lacking its associated signal peptide; oY 

(e) th e amino acid se qu e n ce of th e e xtrac e llular domain of the polyp e ptid e s hown in 
Figur e 18 8 (SEQ ID NO: 270); 

{d) th e amino acid s e quenc e of th e e xtrac e llular domain of th e polypeptide show in 
Figur e 1 88 (SEQ ID N O : 270), lacking it s associat e d s ignal peptid e; or 

(e)(c) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 209962 A 

wherein, said polypeptide induces chondrocyte ^differentiation . 
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^ 42t. (currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim*39-having at least 90% 
amino acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEP ID NO: 270 s hown - in - Figur e 
4S& (SEQIDNO: 270) ; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEP ID NO: 270 shown in Figure 
48& (SEQ ID NO: 270 ), lacking its associated signal peptide; or 

(c) the amino acid sequence of tho oxtracollular domain of th e polypeptide shown in 
Figure 188 (SEQ ID NO: 270); 

(d) tho amino acid sequ e nc e of th e e xtrac e llular domain of th e polyp e ptide shown in 
Figure 188 (SEQ ID NO: 270), lacking its associated signal peptide; or 

(e) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 209962 A 

wherein, said polypeptide induces chondrocyte ^differentiation . ^ 

Lf 4-22. (currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 69 having at least 95% 
amino acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEP ID NO: 270 s hown in Figur e 
4£8 (SEQ ED NO: 270) ; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEP ID NO: 270 shown in Figure 
(SEQ ID NO: 270) , lacking its associated signal peptide; or 

(c) tho amino acid s e qu e nc e of th e e xtrac e llular domain of th e polypeptide s hown in 
Figur e 1 8 8 (SEQ ID NO: 270); 

(d) th e amino acid s e qu e nc e of th e e xtrac e llular domain of tho polypeptide shown in 
Figur e 1 88 (SEQ ID NO: 270), lacking its associat e d signal p e ptid e ; or 

(e) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 209962 A 

wherein, said polypeptide induces chondrocyte ^differentiation . 
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' mr. (currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim Shaving at least 99% 
amino acid sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide ofSEOIDNO: 270 shown in Figur e 
4-&S (SEQ ID NO: 270) ; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide ofSEOIDNO: 270 shown in Figur e 
(SEQ ID NO: 270) , lacking its associated signal peptide, Of 

(c) th e amino acid s e quenc e of th e e xtrac e llular domain of tho polyp e ptido ohown in 
Figuro 188 (SEQ ID NO: 270); 

(d) th e amino acid s e qu e nc e of the extracellular domain of th e polypeptide shown in 
Figur e 1 88 (SEQ ID NO: 270), lacking its as s ociated signal peptide; or 

(e) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 209962 A 

wherein, said polypeptide induces chondrocyte redifferentiation . 

b 124: (currently amended) An isolated polypeptide comprising: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide ofSEOIDNO: 270 shown in Figur e 
4-88 (SEQ ID NO: 270) ; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide ofSEOIDNO: 270 shown in Figuro 
(SEQ ID NO: 270) , lacking its associated signal peptide; Of 

(c) the amino acid scqu e nco of tho extracellular domain of tho polyp e ptide shown in 
Figuro 1 8 8 (SEQ ID NO: 270) ; 

(d) - the amino acid scquenco of th e e xtracellular domain of the polyp e ptid o shown in 
Figuro 1 8 8 (SEQ ID NO: 270), lacking its associated signal peptid e ; ^ 

(e) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 209962; 

wherein, said polypeptide induces chondrocyte redifferentiation , 

4-25. (currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim t24 comprising the amino 
acid sequence of the polypeptide ofSEOIDNO: 270 shown in Figuro 18 8 (SEQ ID NO: 270) . 
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er l56. (currently amended) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 4-24-comprising the amino 
acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEP ID NO: 270 shown in Figure 18 8 (SEQ ID NO: 270) , 
lacking its associated signal peptide. 

127-128. (canceled) 

C 

7 -t29r (previously presented) The isolated polypeptide of Claim 124-comprising the 
amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding sequence of the cDNA 
deposited under ATCC accession number 209962. 

1 0 -BO: (currently amended) A chimeric polypeptide comprising a polypeptide according 
to Claim 124 44£ fused to a heterologous polypeptide. 

11 /D 

1 434r- (previously presented) The chimeric polypeptide of Claim -44©rwherein said 

heterologous polypeptide is an epitope tag or an Fc region of an immunoglobulin. 
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